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This document provides the basic guidelines and accepted practices for developers, marketers, and 

manufacturers of engine oils to obtain consistency and continuous Improvement in the approval 

process for dexosD/dexos2 products. 

GM dexos specifications generally follow the applicable ACC, API, ACEA, and ATIEL Codes of Practice 

unless stated otherwise in this document.  GM retains the right to modify, restrict, or exclude any rule 

or guideline established in the aforementioned Codes of Practice if deemed detrimental to the quality 

of dexos licensed products or the dexos brand at any time.  GM Is the sole arbitrator for any approval 

or rejection made during the approval process, and any prior agreements or decisions do not set a 

precedent for future approvals or rejections. 

The latest version of this document is available on the GM dexos submissions website.  New versions 

will replace the previous version as they are Issued.  Always check the GM dexos submissions site to 

verify you have the currently published version. 

General Rules 

1. All performance (GM Engine and Sequence) test data used to support dexos licensure must be 

from tests that were completed (EOT Date) within five (5) years of the date of Formulation 

Submission Package (FSP) submission for license. 

2. All core Engine Oil formulas most have at least one GM engine test completed and passed on 

the formula to be granted a license. 

3. Base Oils with less than 95% saturates (ASTM D7419) are not permitted in dexos licensed 

products. 

4. All requests to apply BOI, VGRA, MTAC, bracketing, etc., or to forgo testing which the requestor 

believes is permitted must be accompanied by a reference to and citation from the applicable 

supporting guidelines (i.e. ACC, API, ATEIL, etc.). 

5. All data used to seek and support relief of candidate testing (level 2, minor mods, etc.) must be 

accompanied by a full test report when presented. Requests which solely indicate “Pass” or 

“Fail” results for supporting data will not be considered and will be rejected. 

6. All Boosters must be identified by a unique code and that code must be used whenever that 

booster is documented in any dexos related system (TMC, TRC, etc.). 



 

 

7. All Boosters must be defined in all TMC, TRC systems as to purpose (more than one if 

appropriate), function and general chemical category for all components. 

8. Candidate data sets that contain a failing engine/performance test shall not be used to support 

a dexos application. 

9. When reading test data from a non-dexos or API licensed formula for the purpose of achieving 

dexos approval, the tested formula and data must be ACC registered and the sponsor must 

ensure that it can meet current dexos specification requirements. When requested, the sponsor 

must provide GM with evidence that the tested formula meets all pertinent dexos tests. 

  



 

 

Base Oil Interchange (BOI) and Viscosity Grade Read Across (VGRA) 

Guidelines 

M111 Fuel Economy 

 

 

VGRA for "non-dispersant" viscosity modifier only. 

"Dispersant" type polymer must run final formulation. 



 

 

OM646LA 

 

 

  

VGRA for "non-dispersant" viscosity modifier only. 

"Dispersant" type polymer must run final formulation. 



 

 

DV6C 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

M271EVO Black Sludge 

 

 

 

  



 

 

EP6CDT 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1KD-FTV Toyota Turbo Deposit Test 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

VW TDI3 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Sequence IVB 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sequence VH 

• VGRA Is not permitted.  Run on final formulation. 

• BOI Is not permitted.  Run on final formulation. 

 

Sequence VIII 

• VGRA Is not permitted.  Run on final formulation. 

• BOI Is not permitted.  Run on final formulation. 
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